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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 12 December 2005 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)Kl This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) E3 Claim(s) 1 and 11-13 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1 and 11-13 "\slare rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 and 11-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
O'Banion et al. (2004/0226424). 

Claim 1: 

O'Banion discloses the same invention including a miter saw (10) comprising a 
base adapted to support a work piece during cutting (42), a fence on the base (56), a 
motor (48), a rotatable circular blade with teeth around its periphery driven by the motor 
(52), a pivot arm assembly associated with the base and supporting the blade (32), and 
the pivot arm assembly is adapted to pivot toward and away from the base to move the 
blade toward and away from the base (32). 

O'Banion further discloses a safety system (20) having a detection subsystem 
(12) adapted to detect the occurrence of an unsafe condition between a person and the 
blade (Abstract lines 1-2), a reaction subsystem adapted to mitigate the unsafe 
condition (14dd), and the reaction system includes a brake mechanism (14dd) 
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positioned adjacent the blade (Fig. 55) and adapted to pivot into the teeth of the blade 
to engage the blade (Paragraph [0239] lines 4-5). 
Claims 11 and 12: 

In regards to claim 1 1 , O'Banion discloses the same invention including a miter 
saw (10) comprising a base adapted to support a work piece during cutting (42), a fence 
on the base (56), a motor (48), a rotatable circular blade with teeth around its periphery 
driven by the motor (52), a pivot arm assembly associated with the base and supporting 
the blade (32), and the pivot arm assembly is adapted to pivot toward and away from 
the base to move the blade toward and away from the base (32). 

In regards to claim 11, O'Banion further discloses a safety system (20) having a 
detection subsystem (12) adapted to detect the occurrence of an unsafe condition 
between a person and the blade (Abstract lines 1-2), a reaction subsystem adapted to 
mitigate the unsafe condition (14dd), and the reaction system includes a brake means 
(14dd) for pivoting into the teeth of the blade to stop rotation of the blade if an unsafe 
condition is detected by the detection subsystem (Paragraph [0239] lines 4-5). 

In regards to claim 12, O'Banion discloses the brake means is supported by a 
support arm means (762) for holding the brake means adjacent the teeth of the blade 
(Fig. 55). 
Claim 13: 

O'Banion discloses the same invention including a miter saw (10) comprising a 
base adapted to support a work piece during cutting (42), a fence on the base (56), a 
motor (48), a rotatable circular blade with teeth around its periphery driven by the motor 
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(52), a pivot arm assembly associated with the base and supporting the blade (32), and 
the pivot arm assembly is adapted to pivot toward and away from the base to move the 
blade toward and away from the base (32). 

O'Banion further discloses a safety system (20) having a detection subsystem 
(12) adapted to detect the occurrence of an unsafe condition between a person and the 
blade (Abstract lines 1-2), a reaction subsystem adapted to mitigate the unsafe 
condition (14dd), and the reaction system includes a brake (14dd) configured to pivot 
into the teeth of the blade to engage the blade (Paragraph [0239] lines 4-5) around an 
axis generally perpendicular to the plane of the blade (Fig. 55). 

Response to Arguments 
3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason Prone whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4513. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5:00, Mon - (every other) Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Allan N. Shoap can be reached on (571) 272-4514. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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